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land for division into small peasant properties, which are trans-
ferred in return for an annual rent-cliarge fixed in money or in
com yet payable in monej ; part of the rent-charge is irredeem-
able, so that the State retains an interest In the property.
Such, a property cannot be subdivided or in any way encumbered
so that Its economic independence is destroyed. The State
acts through General Commissions and Ftent Banks, advancing
to the owners loans for the building of houses, &c., and the
redeemable poraon of the rent-charge is released by payments
spread over 56-J years. The holder is thus indebted to the
State^ and can count OB more generous treatment than a private
mortgagor generally allows. There are banks for the provinces
of (1) East and West Prussia, ("2) Brandenburg, (8) Pomerania
and Sclileswig-Holstein, (4) Pcsen, (5) Silesia, (6) Saxony and
Hanover, (7) and Westphalia, Hesse Nassau, and EMnelancL
Up to the end of 1905 the State had acquired in eleven
pi'OTinces of the monarchy 1,315 estates with an area of 672,682
acres, of which 818,920 acres had been parcelled out into
10,963 properties of the following sizes : 899 under 6J acres,
1,988 from 6Jr to 12J acres, 1,893 from 12J to 18f acres, 1,501
from 18J to 25 acres, 3,684 from 25 to 62J acres, and 1,000
over 62J acres. The valuation of the whole of the properties
in that year was ^5,084,300. More than half the land had
been acquired and parcelled out in the two provinces of West
Prussia and Pomerania. The later conditions which apply to
these properties carefully guard against alienation, with a view
to the checking of speculation and the fulfilment of the objects
of the law. Thus without the consent of the Greneral Commis-
sion no property can be even partially sold or disposed of to a
relative, even though the widow of the owner.
Here, agains the doctrinaire Radicals object to the rent-fee
farms as an infraction of the sacred principle of freedom of trade,
because the owner is not permitted to dispose as he will of a
property which is not Ms until he has paid for it outright and
which he voluntarily acquires with a fall knowledge of the
restrictions. Certainly it has proved a disadvantage here, as in
the case of the so-called colonisation of the Polish provinces,
that public money when invested in land does not seem to go so
far as private money s for the State both buys and sells worse
than private individuals would either dare or care to do. The